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	THE STORY
	“On behalf of the Board, thank you for standing with
	us and for helping to ensure that independent clinical
	research continues to improve survival and quality
	of life for patients across Europe and beyond.”
	50 Years of Advancing Clinical Cancer Research
	and Education
	That contribution quickly grew into something larger. In 1976, Sir Ronald established the EORTC Foundation, later renamed the EORTC Cancer Research Fund (ECRF), becoming its founding Chairman. It was through his personal friendship with HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, that royalty first became part of the ECRF story: HRH Prince Philip became the inaugural Honorary President, adding significant visibility to a cause that was, at the time, genuinely pioneering — EORTC was the first organisation in Europe to design and conduct large-scale, multinational cancer clinical trials across all cancer types.
	ECRF 50 YEARS STORY


	2001

	Building on strong foundations
	Sir Christopher Mallaby, a distinguished British diplomat who had been British Ambassador to Germany and to France, succeeded Sir Ronald as Chairman in 2001, bringing with him a different but equally vital set of skills from a lifetime of forging international relationships across governments, institutions, and boardrooms. Under his leadership, the ECRF entered a new era of philanthropic ambition.
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	2014

	A new chapter: governance, growth, and global ambition
	In 2014, Count Diego du Monceau de Bergendal assumed the Chairmanship, and asked the harder questions about how the Fund would survive long term. In the early years of his leadership, he undertook a careful review of the Fund's structures, streamlining operations, improving financial flows, and making economies where possible without compromising the Fund's ability to support practice-changing clinical research.
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	2021

	The Honorary Presidents:
	a thread of commitment
	Woven through the entire history of the ECRF is a remarkable succession of Honorary Presidents, each bringing their own voice, networks, and dedication to EORTC’s mission.
	"Access to clinical cancer
	research means a step forward
	to closing the gap in cancer
	patient treatment and care."
	- HRH PRINCESS DINA MIRED OF JORDAN
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	Fifty years of science, made possible by people
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